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@

Always Online:

xavier.edu/
newswire

XU mourns loss of ‘08 alum Book rentals
By doug tifft
Editor-in-Chief

1st Lt. Michael Runyan, a 2008
Xavier graduate who friends described as making an impression
on everyone from fellow students
to University administrators with
his bright smile and quiet leadership in his four years on campus,
died July 21 when a roadside improvised explosive device exploded near his armored vehicle in
Balad, Iraq.
Runyan, who was 24, continued to interact with Xavier students and cadets in the Xavier
Reserve Officer Training Corps
after graduation, including senior
Shaina Cales, his fiancée.
“One thing that sticks out about
him was just his presence and his
actions,” Cales said. “He is really reserved so he was not always
loud and talkative. But everything
he did was so professional and
respectful of everybody else. He
was the top in his class—he was
just a guy everyone respected.”

Photo courtesy of Shaina Cales

1st Lt. Michael Runyan, a 2008 Xavier graduate, died on July 21 in Balad,
Iraq.

Runyan is the second Xavier
graduate to die in Iraq, follow-

ing Capt. Matt Mattingly, a 1998
graduate who died in 2006 when

the helicopter he was piloting was
shot down over Mosul, Iraq.
After graduating with a criminal science degree, Runyan stayed
on campus as a Gold Bar Recruiter
for the army, then moved to Fort
Benning, Ga., for training. He was
stationed with the 52nd Infantry,
2nd Stryker Brigade Combat
Team, 25th Infantry Division at
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, before shipping out July 1 to begin a
year as an infantry platoon leader
in charge of more than 30 soldiers
in Iraq.
After spending time in Kuwait,
Runyan arrived in Balad—roughly
50 miles north of Baghdad— and
was the only casualty of the attack
on the way to Muqdadiyah two
weeks later.
“Traditionally, those are the
most dangerous times of a deployment—the first 30 days and
the last 30 days,” said Lt. Col.
Shane Ousey, professor of military science at Xavier. “The first

Continued on page 2

Hoff expansion grows campus
New dorm, cafeteria set to open alongside Ledgewood in 2011

Newswire photo by Alexa Von Bargen

As students begin attending class in the new Hoff Academic Quad, constuction continues on the new residence hall
and cafeteria.

By rebeca bayens
Staff Writer
The 2010-11 school year began
with many upperclassmen feeling like freshmen again as they
searched for classes in Xavier’s
new James E. Hoff, S.J., Academic
Quad.
The Quad houses the Conaton
Learning Commons and Smith
Hall—home of the Williams
College of Business.
“From the student perspective,
it will change the center of gravity
of campus,” Bob Cotter, associate
vice president for information resources, said.
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The
Conaton
Learning
Commons features an auditorium,
academic labs, study areas and
an honors seminar room, among
other resources.
“The Conaton building is interesting because…it’s connected
to the McDonald Library,” Cotter
said. “It blends the traditional library environment and services
with a new social space.”
Smith Hall houses a trading room, the Professional
Development Center, the Cintas
Institute for Business Ethics, study
rooms and a computer lab.
“Smith Hall is a magnificent
new building that will allow all
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Xavier students, and in particular, business students, to learn in
an interactive, high-technology
environment,” Ali Malekzadeh,
dean of the Williams College of
Business, said in a statement.
Robert Sheeran, associate vice
president for facility management,
believes that the construction is
“creating a more solid campus.”
“Our campus master plan that
was created in 2005 is finally unfolding and becoming a reality,”
Sheeran said. “In five years, we
have increased our gross square
footage by 25 percent. To me, it’s
nothing short of amazing.”
Sheeran also said that the comt
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pletion of the Learning Commons
and Smith Hall was the beginning
of the campus expansion, with
the addition of a new residence
hall and cafeteria comprising the
second half.
The 535-bed residence hall and
800-seat cafeteria, located on the
corner of Ledgewood and Herald
Avenues, are scheduled to open
for the 2011-12 school year.
According to Lori Lambert, director of residence life, the cafeteria will be located on the ground
floor of the residence hall.
The residence hall will include
suite-style units with a living room,
bedrooms, and two bathrooms.
“We’re hoping this will reduce
the expanded occupancy situation we’ve experienced these last
two years,” Lambert said. “As the
director of residence life, I am
thrilled that we are adding another
residence hall.”
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growing in
popularity
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By molly boes
Asst. News Editor

At the beginning of every semester, students strive to find the
best bargains for books,—from
the campus bookstore, online
book sellers or a trade initiative
with other students.
Recently, a new option has
arisen, with multiple companies—
including the Xavier Bookstore—
offering the ability to rent books
for a semester.
The renting programs allow
students to write or highlight in
books while offsetting the cost if
a book is deemed outdated at the
end of the semester.
The Xavier Bookstore, which
is owned by Follett Corporation,
currently offers about 400 titles
for rent.
Some other sellers, like ecampus.com, offer as many as 144,000
titles, in addition to books for sale
and download.
Matt Montgomery, CEO and
President of ecampus.com, said
the possibility to rent textbooks
started as a “pilot program” for
his business.
“We ship and sometimes even
sell books for other companies,
and decided to try renting out
books for ourselves,” Montgomery
said.
“Rentals can give students
temporary access to course materials for about one-third to
one-half the price of buying new
texts,” Charles Schmidt, director of public relations for the
National Association of College
Stores, said.
The price of rental books is
established by looking at competitors’ prices and at the price the
company paid for each book, trying to offer the best deal.
Still, some renting companies
have found that students do not
return books on time, making
them hesitant to expand their
renting business.
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Michael Runyan (right) stands next to his Marine role model and brother,
Captain Alex Runyan.

XU mourns loss of ‘08 alum
Continued from page 1
30 days you are new and the
insurgents know that—they see a
patch on your arm that’s new so
they want to test you.”
Ousey
accompanied
five
Xavier ROTC cadets and four
other Military Science professors

to Geneva, Ohio, for Runyan’s funeral service on July 31, at which
mourners traded stories and ate
Fruit Roll-Ups—Runyan’s favorite snack.
Many of the stories were about
Runyan’s love of the outdoors. He

-Paid Advertisement-

climbed a number of mountains,
hiked the Appalachian Trail multiple times and was an avid golfer
and tennis player. The activities
helped shape the determined yet
fun-loving attitude that Runyan
carried in his everyday life.
“He always had this big picture on life of looking for the
pursuit of happiness,” Cales said.
“Anything you do, ultimately, you
should be able to say it is going to
make you happy. So for him, getting ready to go into the army and
training and all that stuff, that was
his job, but it wasn’t who he was.
He was still always the same person. He was always Mike.”
Runyan entered the Xavier
ROTC program as a freshman,
following his brother Alex—a
Marine Huey pilot—into the
armed forces.
“I wanted to make sure he
never felt pressured into following me, because the decision to
serve has to come from inside
of you with no external inputs,”
Alex Runyan wrote in an e-mail.
“One of my fondest memories of
Michael was at my graduation and
commissioning ceremony at the
[Naval] Academy.
“Michael was there in his
ROTC uniform, and gave me my
first salute, a very touching memory for me. I would have had it
no other way; I could feel it in his
salute—‘good job brother, I’m so
proud of you.’”
Runyan quickly became a
leader within Xavier ROTC,
commanding the Xavier ROTC
battalion, captaining the Ranger
Challenge team and competing on
the Purging Rifles squad.
“He was a role model for a lot
of cadets,” said Stephanie Martin,

Xavier Newswire
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Michael Runyan enjoyed outdoor sports including golf and tennis.

a human resource assistant in the
Military Science department since
2006. “I had very high expectations for him—high hopes and
expectations. He was one of the
good guys.”
Runyan initially applied for a
position in an armored division
but was given an infantry post at
Schofield Barracks.
Leading up to his deployment,
Cales and many family members
noted Runyan’s bravery and refusal to show fear.
“He never really showed if he
was worried,’” said Cales, who
received the news of Runyan’s
death while at ROTC field training in El Paso, Texas. “I might say
it was the thought that he was going to come back and be with me
and be with his family [that made
him brave]. And maybe just something deeper within him because

of who he was, and how great of
a person he was.”
The Runyan family set up The
Michael L. Runyan Memorial
Fund after Runyan’s death, with
the proceeds going to members
of the Xavier ROTC, Project
Odyssey in association with the
Wounded Warrior Project—an
outdoor rehabilitative retreat that
combines adventure challenges
with opportunities for peer support and group processing—and
the Huntington’s Disease Society
of America, as a way to remember
the lieutenant.
“He had a calmness about him
that was very settling. He had such
an easy personality. Caring, he had
a huge heart which showed in his
warm handshakes and big hugs,”
Alex Runyan wrote. “He wasn’t
afraid to let you know that he
cared about you.”

Photo courtesy of Shaina Cales

Hiking the Appalachian Trail and climbing mountains were two of Runyan’s
favorite pastimes.

Correction

The Newswire misidentified
the most popular major among
the freshman class in the August
18 issue. The most popular major is Arts & Science undecided.

Jake Heath, News Editor
Phone: 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
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O’Connor gets new look
By John Schroeck
Staff Writer

The summer of 2010 was very
good to the O’Connor Sports
Center. In dire need of equipment replacements for several
years, OSC received much-needed assistance for the 2010-11
academic year in the form of a
$123,000 update, according to
OSC management.
The new paint might be the
first thing students notice, but it is
certainly not the only update.
The cardiovascular room located on the second floor was
the most severely lacking area in
past years. With stationary bikes
that had limited functionality and
treadmills that sat useless for several semesters, something needed
to be done.
“Some of the old machines
were purchased in 1999,” said
James Ray, director of recreational sports. “That same equipment
was most recently recorded as
having over 19 million steps on
them. The equipment was out of
date, and no matter how well we
took care of it, replacements were
necessary.”
Over the summer, OSC removed outdated machines and
brought in new equipment. Entire
rows of brand new elliptical machines, stationary bikes and treadmills were installed upstairs, as
well as seven new weight-training

machines.
Students may also notice shiny
new hardwood floors in the
dance studio, gym and racquetball
courts.
“This update was a huge shot
in the arm for us,” Ray said. “The
updates we received this summer
were updates we’ve needed for a
while now.”
After seeing the problems with
the outdated equipment in OSC,
Maribeth Amyot, vice president
for financial administration, allocated the funding needed to fix
them.
“[Amyot] really helped us
out,” Ray said. “We didn’t have
the funds needed to make these
updates to the complex, but she
made it possible.”
A number of upgrades are on
the way. The basketball courts in
the gym have sported the same
wooden backboards since the complex opened, but they will soon be
replaced with glass. Additionally,
10 new spinning bikes are on the
way. Stairs will also be installed in
the pool to allow easier access for
elderly patrons.
“The University has made an
outstanding financial commitment
through the purchase and replacement of fitness and wellness
equipment,” Ray said. “An upto-date facility gives our students
the ability to experience, learn and
develop as leaders of the Xavier
community.”
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SGA plans to complete running platform
By Lizzie Glaser
Campus News Editor
The Student Government
Association has spent the summer
improving campus life through
various new programs and services, completing nearly 50 percent
of its running platform for the
2010-11 school year.
“We wanted to create a platform to benchmark our progress
and hold us accountable to the
student body, and what isn’t already completed, a lot of work
has gone into,” senior Executive
President Kevin Contrera said.
The SGA executives, Kevin
Contrera, Cristin Giacci and Blair
Kmetz, plan to implement three
main projects this year, slated to
be available for student use by
the end of September. First, the
campus shuttle system has been
extended and will now include
a regular weekend shuttle running to downtown Cincinnati
and Newport on the Levee, every
Friday from 7 p.m. to 2 a.m., including a stop at Fountain Square.
“We really wanted to reach out
to the Xavier community and enable students to utilize what the
city has to offer,” Administrative
Vice President Blair Kmetz said.
SGA will also be providing a
lawyer to consult with students,
free of charge about off-campus

housing contracts and any other
topics students may need advice about. SGA Student Rights
Representative, junior Taryn
Buckley, has been instrumental
in putting this program together.
Roger Bouchard, a recent Xavier
graduate, will serve as the lawyer.
He will be available a few times
a week, though the details of his
availibility are still in progress.
In addition to these projects,
SGA has been working in collaboration with the IT department
to improve wireless connectivity
across campus, as well as to make
technology more readily available
to students.
They worked to have a 24hour printer installed in the
Village Apartments, and if it is
used responsibly by students they
hope to expand that program
to the Commons Apartments
and other residence halls. Each
residence hall also now houses
seven Ethernet cables available
for students to rent if they are
having wireless problems. They
Publication(s):
instituted a training
program for
Material Close Date:
Resident Assistants
that
instructs
Ins ertion Date:
Notes:
None
them about disruptive
alternative
wireless networks and are working
with the IT department to rebuild
Xavier’s technical website. SGA

Xavier logo gets new look

By David Maxwell
Staff writer

New place,
same taste

Photo courtesty facebook.com

By Lizzie Glaser
Campus News Editor
If you enjoy stopping for your
morning coffee at the Coffee
Emporium in the Gallagher
Student Center, check out the coffee shop’s newest location in Smith
Hall. Entirely student-staffed, the
new location serves cafe snacks
including sandwiches, granola and
fruits, all from local small businesses. Don’t worry, though, you
can still grab your favorite espresso at their full espresso bar!

S:3.5”
- Paid Advertisement
-

There Are No
college credits
for ruining
Your Credit.
S:7.5”

Last week, Xavier University
took another step in changing the
face of campus by unveiling a new
logo.
Students and faculty may already recognize the change, as the
logo has been applied to banners
around campus and nearly all university web pages, including the
MyXU Portal.
According
to
Xavier
University’s web page, “the new
logo leverages the distinctiveness
of the well-known ‘X’ while incorporating Xavier’s historic Jesuit
mission and academic pedigree.”
The logo, designed by Lipman
Hearne, a Chicago-based market-

Photo courtesy xavier.edu

ing and communications firm that
specializes in nonprofit clients,
consists of a silver shield with a
white cross positioned in the middle and the familiar blue X centered over the cross.
To the right of the emblem,
“Xavier University” appears in
navy blue font.
According to the university’s
web page, the three petals on each
arm of the fleur-de-lis cross represent faith, wisdom and chivalry.
The shield has historically symbolized “God’s defense of his people
in their battles with sin.”
The Xavier athletic community
will not be adopting the new logo
and will maintain the existing athletic logo.

hope to extend cafeteria hours as
well as add a convenience store
to campus. They will work to expand the genre of concerts on
campus, making them appealing
to all students. Additionally, they
plan to make double-sided printing the default across campus in
efforts to promote sustainability,
as well as build a greenhouse and
in support of the NEXUS community garden. They hope to improve campus safety by adding
additional lighting in parking lots
at the intramural fields and on
Herald and Cleneay Avenues, as
well as making the Dana Avenue
crosswalk more visible with uproad lighting.
According to their 2010-11
platform, SGA hopes to invigorate campus life, invest in the
success of clubs, increase sustainability efforts and security, invite
more minority representation and
7538_College_Credit_4x8.indd
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Junior swimmer competes at national level
Michael Zennedijan swims alongside country’s greatest

By lizzie Glaser
Campus News Editor
This was a busy summer for junior swimmer Michael Zennedijan,
as he spent
May through
August training to compete at
the ConocoPhillips National
Swimming Championships.
To qualify for the meet,
Zennedijan had to swim under
the qualifying “cut” time, which
is set before the swim season begins. Zennedijan qualified to compete at the Akron Invitational in
December 2009 with a time of
2:05, which was under the national cut of 2:07 in the 200 Individual
Medley, and a time of 4:29, beating the cut of 4:33 in the 400 IM.
With these qualifying times, he
automatically received an invitation
to the National Championships
and was accompanied to the meet
by Xavier’s swimming coach,
Brent MacDonald.
The national meet was held
Aug. 3-7, at the William Woolett
Jr. Aquatics Center in Irvine, Cal.
Zennedijan competed in both the
200 and 400 Individual Medleys,
swimming
alongside
U.S.A.

said. “We have talent throughout, from freshman to seniors. I
think it’s a very realistic goal for
us to finish in the top three at
Conference.”
For more information on
the ConocoPhillips National
Championships, visit www.usaswimming.org.

Photo courtesy goxavier.com

Junior Swim Team member Michael Zennedijan competed at the ConocoPhillips National Championships this summer
after qualifying last winter.

National Team members such
as Michael Phelps. The top two
competitors in each event go on
to the World Championships, or,
in an Olympic year, to the U.S.A.
Olympic team.
“It was cool to see the elite lev-

New courts
attract students

Newswire photo by Alexa von Bargen

Students play a pick-up game on the new basketball courts near R-1.

By Jake Heath
News Editor
If Xavier had known that the
opening of the Conaton Learning
Commons, Stephen and Dolores
Smith Hall and the outdoor basketball courts would cause such a
flood of students, they may have
changed the theme of the Week
of Welcome to “If you build it,
they will come.”
The outdoor basketball courts
near the sand volleyball courts are
among the more obvious changes
to the campus landscape.
Taking the place of roughly
half of the R1 parking lot, three
new full-length basketball courts
have been installed to add an additional sporting opportunity for

students.
These courts already have been
well used.
Students from Manresa and
other early move-in students occupied the courts every night with
small pick-up games.
The courts have no formal reservations and are on a first-comefirst-serve basis.
It is expected that you either
bring your own basketball or reserve one from the Gallagher
Student Center. GSC allows only
one ball per AllCard at a time.

Lizzie Glaser, Campus News Editor
Phone: 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu

el of the sport,” Zennedijan said.
“It makes you reevaluate your
goals and aim a little higher.”
Zennedijan anticipates a promising year for the Xavier Men’s
swim team, which is scheduled
for three home meets this sea-

son at O’Connor Sports Center.
Led by seniors Nathan Green and
Andy Knight and junior Chadeau
Wilson, the team hopes to win the
Atlantic-10 Conference meet.
“Our team looks very strong
and well rounded,” Zennedijan

Photo courtesy usaswimming.org

You
could
be this
guy...
or he
could be
reading
your
work!

Newswire is now
hiring staff writers,
photographers and
copy editors. Join now!
Photo courtesy clipartheaven.com

For more information, email us at:
newswire@xavier.edu
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EDITORIAL | Book rental policy

To rent or not to rent (textbooks)
The Newswire applauds the Xavier Bookstore for its decision to offer
students the option of renting certain textbooks. The average savings
of around 30 to 50 percent seem likely to be competetive even relative
to online bookstores in some cases. More importantly, the move indicates that the bookstore is finally responding to the waves of outside
book dealers who have been advertising on and around campus for the
past several years. Now that the powers-that-be have begun competing for our business, perhaps we students will start to see the price of
textbooks approach a more nearly reasonable level (and maybe if this
rental idea catches on, they won’t come out with so many new editions!).
We encourage students to give the bookstore a second look, and at least
check the prices of their rental offerings before darting off to Half.
com.
That having been said, the inclusion of the new rental option should
only be a first step for the bookstore. As time goes on, the alternatives
available to students will only increase, so we hope that the bookstore
will remain committed to providing additional low-cost options for
students. As a first step, the bookstore could consider coordinating
its efforts with professors in order to maximize the number of books
available for rent.

EDITORIAL | Expansion judgment

Too early to tell

During the first week back, the new Hoff Academic Quad was the
subject of much curiousity, delight and scrutiny.
And we at the Newswire couldn’t help but throw in our two cents
about the expansion facilities.
On the plus side, the new Conaton Learning Commons streamlines
student academic services in that by putting the Math Lab, the Writing
Center, the Learning Assistance Center, and academic and athletic advising all in one place, students are more likely to find–and therefore
use–these services to their fullest potential. The Learning Commons
will also provide another place for students to study, alleviating pressure
on the library and Gallager Student Center. Hopefully.
The new Smith Hall has a very sleek, professional and modern feel
that is likely to appeal to potential business and MBA students. And if
you subscribe to the notion that a university is a business and therefore should capitalize on its strengths, it makes sense that a significant
amount of our unversity’s resources ought to go toward making the
university attractive to its strongest customer base.
We also cannot overlook the fact that those new orange captain’s
chairs in the CLC (pronounced “Click,” so I hear) make you feel super
powerful when you spin in them.
But there are a few not so stellar elements to the new quad.
For example: Does anyone know where you can find a 24-hour computer lab anymore? It isn’t in the Gallagher Student Center. (Points for
the first person to email newswire@xavier.edu with the answer. And
you know you want points.)
Also, the “sleek modern look” of the new quad looks a little more like
something from the Ohio State/UC map rather than Muskie ground.
Monumental glass architecture has replaced streets of small houses.
And while that might fit the current “we aren’t a mid-major university
anymore” mentality of the school, it does remove some of the small
community feel that brought many students here in the first place. But
we have said that before…
However, all this judgement is rather premature. Frankly, it’s the
first week of school–syllabus week, in the local vernacular–and since
no serious learning has been done in them yet, it’s a bit too early to pass
judgement on either Smith Hall or the Conaton Learning Commons.
On the Web: www.xavier.edu/newswire
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly
throughout the school year, except during vacation
and final exams, by the students of Xavier University,
3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 452072129.
The Editorials are written by a different staff
member each week and do not necessarily reflect the
sentiments of the entire staff. They are also not the
sole responsibility of the Opinions and Editorials
editor to write.
The statements and opinions of the Xavier
Newswire are not necessarily those of the student
body, faculty or administration of Xavier. The

statements and opinions of a columnist do not
necessarily reflect those of editors or general staff.
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per
semester within the USA and are prorated.
Subscription inquiries should be directed to
Doug Tifft, 513-745-3607.
Advertising inquiries should be directed to
Nathan Sergio, Advertising Manager, 513-745-3561.
One copy of the Xavier Newswire, distributed
on campus, is free per person per week. Additional
copies are 25 cents.
Xavier University is an academic community
committed to equal opportunity for all persons.

Letters to the editor

Well, perhaps not surprisingly, we didn’t receive any letters
this week. We’ll take the blame
because we didn’t find anything
provocative to print, but nonetheless we would like to see a lot
more letters this year. For our
part, we will try to seek out more
controversy in future editions,

in the hope that it will encourage
YOU to go online to xavier.edu/
newswire and submit a letter telling us how inconsiderate we are.
Even in the (unlikely) event that
we fail to aggravate you, we still
want to hear what you have to say
about stories we print or anything
else that is going on around cam-

pus. So get behind a keyboard and
write, even if you don’t have much
to complain about. We still do.
Cordially,
Your Friendly Editorial Staff
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More tickets What happens when
things go right
for seniors
By Adam Frazier
Editorial Column
As I begin my senior year here
at Xavier, it is time to bring to
light a problem I have had with
the ticket pickup system: it gives
no priority to upperclassmen.
Now before you jump to the
conclusion that I am just now taking up this cause because it is my
final year, let me say that freshman year, when I got tickets to
the Crosstown Shootout while
upperclassmen did not, I did feel
bad that I was the new kid on the
block and never really supported
Xavier basketball as much as these
upperclassmen. It doesn’t matter
to me if they change the policy
this year or sometime in the future,
I would just like to see future upperclassmen that have supported
XU basketball during their underclassmen years rewarded for their
dedication to the Xavier basketball
program. At a minimum, seniors
should receive priority seating for
four basketball games. These four
basketball games would be:
1) Senior Night
2) Dayton
3)Either
the
Crosstown
Shootout or the Skip Prosser
Classic
4) One “High Major” (top-tier)
Opponent
My plan would be to allot a
portion of the student section
tickets to be claimed online by seniors one week before the regular
pickup (excluding the Crosstown,
but I’ll get to that). Any leftover
tickets would be fair game for underclassmen to claim during the
regular pickup time. Crosstown
campout would have two lottery
pots with half of the picks going
to underclassmen and half going
to seniors, but camping out would
still be mandatory (lets face it,
camping out is a blast). Another
option would be for the Athletic
Department to put together ticket packages with various games
throughout the season that students could claim at the beginning
of the year. This would allow
more students an opportunity to
actually get to a game.
If nothing else, simply streamlining the existing system would
make a noticeable improvement.
Currently, the athletic department
reserves the right to withhold
seating privileges from students
who repeatedly fail to claim their
reserved tickets. For those students with the integrity to return
tickets they will be unable to use,
however, the policy demands that
they not only contact the ticket office in advance, but that they find
their own replacement before do-

ing so.
In place of this rather burdensome system (which seems to rely
a bit too heavily on the reliability
of college students), the ticket office could create an online waiting
list once tickets sell out, then allow ticket-holders to return their
reservation electronically. Once
a reservation was returned, an e–
mail could automatically be sent
to the next person on the waiting
list transferring the ticket to their
account.
Further, additional penalties
could be put in place for “noshows,” such as revoking senior
privileges (once they are adopted,
that is). With more tangible repercussions in place, students will
have an extra incentive to take advantage of the improved return
system. Reducing the number of
wasted tickets by making it easier
to return reservations will ensure
that the maximum number of students are able to attend basketball
games, regardless of class year.
As enrollment continues to
increase, more students will be
attempting to claim their tickets
online, which will put more stress
on the system. Ideally, that pressure could be relieved by reforming the ticket distribution process.
But no matter how efficient the
system might be, the major games
listed above will always elicit fierce
competition for seats. Rather
than treating these games as obstacles to the egalitarian ideal of
first-come, first-served seating,
Xavier should recognize that major events such as big games (and
perhaps concerts if they weren’t
scheduled so sporadically) are eagerly anticipated, sometimes for
years, by many students. Though
it may seem unfair to give preference to seniors at the expense of
underclassmen, younger students
can take consolation in the knowledge that they will get the same
privilege when they are seniors.
These are but my humble suggestions, to begin a discussion with
the athletic department over their
student ticket policy. Inasmuch as
the basketball season is still several months away, hopefully the
university will reconsider its current policy, or at least hold a dialogue with students to determine
whether changes are demanded.
It is imperative that the policy be
changed, whether this year or in
the coming years, to reward upperclassmen for their continuing
support of Xavier basketball, and
to ensure that the final year before
Xavier students become alumni
(read: “potential donors”) is a
memorable one.

By Peter Fricke
Op-Ed Editor
Since becoming editor of the
Newswire’s prestigious editorial
section, I often feel that a more
fitting title for the job would be
“complainer-in-chief ”. So imagine my surprise as I examined this
week’s news topics and felt myself
growing, well, sort of optimistic.
And even though I suspect that I
will be eating my words before too
long, now seems as good a time
as any to try writing something
complimentary.
Topping the list of cheering
stories is the recent campus expansion. As a senior returning
after a summer away, it was truly a
shock to see completed buildings
where just a few months ago I had
left behind piles of rubble and a
few cranes. Not only will the new
buildings offer better technology
and more space, but plans call
for further expansion, this time
including a new residence hall, in
the next year. Considering what
preceded the Hoff Quad in the
location–a few old houses and
an auto parts store which always
seemed to factor into police reports of armed robbery–the
whole university seems sure to
benefit greatly from the new facilities. Moreover, O’Connor Sports

Center also got an upgrade this
summer, as the university found
the money to replace aging equipment. The one potential sore spot
of this subject, of course, is that
most of the expansion benefitted
the Williams College of Business,
while other departments were
seemingly overlooked. All interdisciplinary rivalries aside, though,
it is clear that the campus expansion will benefit everyone in the
Xavier community, a fact that will
hopefully override any jealousy
some individuals might harbor.
In addition, everyone should
be glad that the bookstore now offers the option to rent textbooks.
Even before considering the financial impact, it is heartening to
see that at least the bookstore is finally responding to the complaints
that have driven so many students
to turn to online book sellers for
their texts. Although the rental
policy does not extend to all
books, the 30 to 50 percent savings probably exceed the amount
a student might get from selling
the book back (if anybody would
even buy it, that is). The rental
option does present a new danger
for students, however, especially
underclassmen. Choosing to rent
textbooks for major courses may
save money, but those books frequently come in handy in future
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courses, and are sometimes even
required. As long as students are
careful about which books they
rent, though, the new option is
undoubtedly a step toward reducing the burden of acquiring
textbooks.
Lastly, it appears that even the
Student Government Association
got in on the act this summer,
sponsoring several new initiatives.
Having ridden the shuttle all of
twice in my time here–and never
since I brought my car down–the
expanded service doesn’t actually mean much to me, though it
sounds like a nice idea.
The addition of a lawyer to
provide students with free legal advice also seems like a wise
move. In particular, the ability to
have a lawyer advise them on rental contracts will prove invaluable
to students in the coming years as
Xavier continues to expand while
Norwood…doesn’t.
Thankfully, summer is now
over and the influx of thousands of new and returning students should complicate things
enough that they stop running so
smoothly. With any luck, campus will be teeming with quarrel
and controversy within days, and
the Op-Ed section can return to
its more familiar role as campus
curmudgeon.

—STAFF TALK—
What are you excited to do in the
new buildings?

Lee Kindig

Doug Tifft

Copy Editor

Editor-in-Chief

“err...learn?”

“Sit in the new
chairs and command the starship
Enterprise.”

Esther Cleary and Alyssa Konnerman

Copy Editors

“Move in to them, because
Xavier plans to bulldoze
the Honors Villa, our home,
now that they are built.”

Lizzie Glaser

Campus News Editor

“I cannot wait to go
to Coffee Emporium
and eat their spicy
pretzels.”

Sarah Wieten

Managing Editor

“Accidentally
deface the deceptive non-dry-erase
walls. ”
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Soccer takes down national powerhouse
Exhibition win over ranked Indiana jumpstarts season
By Shane Mulvihill

Staff Writer
If you are having trouble recognizing the men in blue on the
sidelines of the Xavier Soccer
Complex, don’t worry because
you are not alone.
The Xavier men’s soccer team
returns this year with a new
coaching staff as well as a talented
recruiting class of freshmen, who
have already pulled off a significant victory over Indiana.
With the departure of Dave
Schureck as head coach on Nov.
13, the team brought Andy
Fleming on board to help turn
the program around after a disappointing campaign last season.
The team finished with a record
of 2-13-1 and finished second to
last in the Atlantic 10 standings.
It is a program that has needed a
change after tallying just five wins
during the past two seasons.
Despite the lackluster season
last year, Xavier soccer fans will
have much to cheer about this
year.
Fleming has joined Xavier in
his first head coaching position.
Prior to coming to XU, he served
as associate head coach and recruiting director at soccer powerhouse Northwestern. His experience brings instant credibility to
the Xavier program and will aid
in the recruitment of high school

soccer stars.
Fleming has already put his recruiting stamp on the program by
bringing in the 40th best recruiting class in the nation according
to College Soccer News. This infusion of young talent should go a
long way in revitalizing a program
that has fallen on hard times.
Gino Depaoli is among Xavier’s

new standout freshmen. Depaoli
has been named to the Atlantic 10
All-Rookie team and is a former
member of the US under-20 soccer team.
Extreme Xavier soccer fans
can show their support for the
team by joining the newly reenergized Xooligans. The Xooligans
is a student soccer support group
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Sophomore Luke Spencer scored both goals in the 2-1 victory over Indiana.

reinvigorated by assistant coach
Kris Bertsch in an effort to bring
larger and rowdier crowds to soccer games.
Xooligans were happy to
see Xavier upset the No. 20/21
ranked team in the country,
Indiana University, 2-1 this past
Saturday in an exhibition match.
The Musketeers were propelled
to victory by a total team effort.
The team was able to score twice
despite being outshot 6-12.
Both XU goals were netted by
sophomore Luke Spencer, with
senior El-Hadji Dieng assisting on
each.
Fleming believes the game
started his team off on the right
foot.
“It established belief in our
ability to compete with a top team
and perform well if and when we
stay within our system and execute
roles,” Fleming said. “It also established certain roles, specifically
some depth as we used 20 players
and had several key contributions
off the bench.”
Fleming has tried to stay away
from mathematical goals in his expectations for this season, but he
has set goals on the field as well as
in the classroom.
“A winning season, Atlantic10 playoffs, a 3.0 team GPA and
a positive sporting experience are
the main team goals,” Fleming
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New head coach Andy Fleming.

said.
When asked about what would
be the “X-factor” this season,
Coach Fleming said no one factor
could create a successful season.
He did cite “senior leadership,
player ownership, success on the
road, consistency, the play of the
sophomore class and being very
sound defensively” as catalysts for
a successful year.
Xooligans can catch Xavier’s
first home exhibition match at 7
p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 26 at the
Xavier Soccer Complex when the
Musketeers will be matched up
against the Battling Bishops of
Ohio Wesleyan University.

Women’s soccer drops first two
Sherwood still pleased with effort; home opener on Wed.
By Jocelyn Taylor

Asst. Sports Editor
The Xavier women’s soccer
team is under new leadership this
year. However, the results are not
evident yet.
Head coach Woody Sherwood
took over the top position after
Alvin Alexander left to pursue
other opportunities following
the end of the 2009 season. The
Muskies went 3-15-1 last year un-

der Alexander.
One of the key issues with the
team last season was offense. The
team only managed to get off 111
shots while their opponents got
off 354. This resulted in only eight
goals for the entire season.
This year, the team returns a
talented sophomore class. The
team will look to sophomores
Leslie Boersma and Chelsea Burns
to shoulder much of the offensive
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Sophomore Susie Pauley is another member of the class 2015 that the
Muskies will look for greater contributions from this season.

load.
Boersma was second on the
team in goals last season. Burns
played in 17 of the team’s 19
games last season.
The team will also need sophomore goalkeeper Jennifer Perri to
take a step forward this season.
After only starting two games
last season, Perri has started both
games this season. Although it is
early in the season, Perri has cut
her goals against average in half.
On Friday, Aug. 20, the
Musketeers opened their season
at Ball State where they fell 2-1 to
the Cardinals.
Freshman Lauren Heap scored
the lone goal for the Musketeers.
Perri made 12 saves. The Ball
State goalkeeper Aubrey Buehler
made two saves. The Muskies
managed only seven shot attempts
in the game, with only three on
goal.
Ball State jumped on Xavier
early offensively and kept the
Musketeers on their heels. The
Cardinals got the first goal in the
match in the 43rd minute.
Heap’s goal evened the score
in the 57th minute, but Ball State
struck again for the go-ahead goal
and the win.
“We are of course disappointed with the result, but overall I
was pleased with the effort today,”
Sherwood said.
Sunday, Aug. 22 the team trav-

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Sophomore goalkeeper Jennifer Perri has already shown some improvement
this season.

elled to Eastern Kentucky, but
again could not get their offense
going and fell 1-0 to the Colonels.
The Muskies put up more
shots in this match. They had an
edge over Eastern Kentucky 5-4
in corner kicks.
They also had a more offensive
mindset in this game. The Muskies
had an 11-7 shot advantage over
the Colonels.
Eastern Kentucky scored in the
first half, but the Muskies tightened up on defense and did not allow them another shot. However,

the Muskies could not capitalize
on their defense and score.
“Today was a tale of two halves
for us,” said Sherwood. “To dominate the second half like we did
and come away with nothing
is disappointing but we do feel
like we are moving in the right
direction.”
The next match for the
Musketeers will be against Butler
in the home opener 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, Aug. 25. Butler is
coming off a 1-0 double overtime
loss to Dayton.
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New volleyball head coach sets high goals
Musketeers look to sophomores for continued improvement
By Scott Mueller

Sports Editor
Like any head coach in professional or collegiate athletics,
new volleyball head coach Mike
Johnson recognizes that athletics
are not entirely about the on-court
performance.
“My first impression of Xavier
came from the 2007 NCAA tournament,” Johnson said. “The
best fans at the tournament were
Xavier’s. I thought they traveled
really well, they showed a lot of
school spirit, and when I saw that,
it impressed me a lot to the point
where I said ‘They care about their
athletics there, and if I ever get a
chance to go, that’s the school I
want to be at.’”
In 2007, Johnson was on the
coaching staff at Cal Poly, a team
that Xavier had upset earlier in the
season, but lost to in the NCAA
tournament.
Last season, Johnson served
as the head coach at Austin Peay
State, leading the Lady Gov’s to a
15-3 conference record.
2007 was the last time the
Musketeers have made the NCAA
tournament.
The 2007 team was one of the
career highlights for longtime head
coach Floyd Deaton who resigned
following the end of the 2009 season. Deaton, the head coach for
the past 20 years, won the most

games in school history.
Johnson’s recruiting ability is
one of his strengths as a coach.
According to prepvolleyball.com,
in Johnson’s three seasons at Cal
Poly he never had a recruiting
class ranked less than No. 23.
However, as with any first year
head coach, Johnson will have to
work with players he did not personally recruit.
“I did a lot of homework before I even took the job,” Johnson
said. “I found out everything I

could about the team, and I concurred that they were one of the
hardest working teams on campus
and that they wanted to win.”
One key to the Musketeers success this season will be the continued improvement of sophomores
Stephanie Vorherr and Alex
Smith.
Last season, both were named
to the Atlantic 10 All-Rookie
team. Vorherr led the team in digs
and was named the A-10 Libero
of the Year and the A-10 Rookie
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Sophomore Stephanie Vorherr was the Atlantic 10 Libero and Rookie of the
Year.

of the Year.
Smith started 31 of 32 matches last season. She was third on
the team in kills and second in
blocks.
“I think a lot of people assume
that because of a change that we
can’t be as good or that things
aren’t where we want them to be,
and I don’t buy that,” Johnson
said. “Our goal is to get better every single time that we play.”
The Musketeers will open the
season Friday, Aug. 27, against
Tennessee in the Lady Vol Classic.
The following day they will take on
Virginia Tech and Chattanooga.
The next weekend, Sept. 3-4,
the Muskies will host the second annual Xavier Invitational.
This year, Xavier will welcome
Western Kentucky, Northeastern
and Indiana University-Purdue
University Fort Wayne to campus.
Xavier’s first home game will be
Friday, Sept. 3 at 7 p.m. against
IPFW.
Xavier has been picked to finish
fourth in the A-10 by the conference coaches this season, behind
Dayton, Saint Louis and George
Washington.
The first A-10 match is Friday,
Sept. 24 at Duquesne.
“If we improve a little bit over
time, the result will be powerful,”
Johnson said. “To say that we’re
doing anything short of trying to
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New head coach Mike Johnson.

win the Atlantic 10, would be selling ourselves short.”
Winning, although clearly not
everything, certainly helps a coach
keep his job.
“My fundamental philosophy
is that we have to engage in a
teaching environment,” Johnson
said. “We’re going to be better
than other teams, not necessarily
because we’re more physical, but
because we’re better at playing the
game. Our job is to teach them
how to play, how to respond to
situations, how to handle adversity, teach them how to win. If
we can do that, we can be very
successful.”

McGuff fills out roster Flaute takes
with freshmen, transfers over XC, track
By Jocelyn Taylor

Asst. Sports Editor
Women’s basketball head coach
Kevin McGuff finalized his roster
on August 6, and it shows that
the team is serious about making another run in the NCAA
tournament.
Last December, McGuff received five freshman commitments: 6-foot forward LaKeisha
Crouch, 5-foot-3 guard Shatyra
Hawkes, 6-foot guard Lynette
Holmes, 6-foot-2 center Latisha
Walker and 6-foot-1 forward
Ashley Wanninger.
McGuff then added three more
transfers to the team.

Amber Gray, a 6-foot-1 forward, is a Cincinnati native returning home after spending her
freshman year at Tennessee. She
is a redshirt-sophomore and will
have three years of eligibility left.
Gray missed all of last season because of a stroke she suffered in
July 2009.
The other two transfers are
6-foot-1 forward Taja Wilson
from Michigan State and 6-foot-2
forward Jessica Pachko from
Marquette.
All three transfers will sit out
the 2010 season due to NCAA
transfer rules, but will be available
in 2011-12.

McGuff was extremely pleased
with his new additions.
“It’s a terrific opportunity to
add [three] tremendous players as
we look to maintain our status as
one of women’s basketball’s elite
programs,” McGuff said.
The transfers add more
height to the team. The height
will be a threat on the perimeter
and will take the offensive load
off of Xavier’s star players, seniors Amber Harris and Ta’Shia
Phillips.
The Muskies’ first regular season game is on Nov. 12 at South
Carolina. The first home game will
be on Nov. 23 against Louisville.

By Scott MUeller

Sports Editor
The Xavier University cross
country and track teams will be
under the direction of new head
coach Dan Flaute this season. In
total, Xavier athletic programs
have four new head coaches for
the 2010-11 seasons.
Flaute comes from Wyoming
High School where he was the
head coach for the boys’ and girls’
cross country teams.
“I am grateful to Xavier for
giving me this great opportunity
to lead the men’s and women’s
cross country and track and field
program,” Flaute said. “I am excited to begin working with our
athletes this fall and to building a
winning program here at Xavier in
the coming years.”
Flaute takes over for Steve
Nestor, who left in order to spend
more time with his family.
Flaute has nine years coaching
experience, all at the high school
level.
The cross country team’s success will largely be tied to senior
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New head coach Dan Flaute.

Tommy Kauffmann’s success.
Kauffmann was named to the AllConference and All-District teams
last season, and holds numerous
school records in cross country
and track.
The first test for Flaute will
come at the Duquesne Invitational
on Sept. 4.
Fans will be able to see the
cross country team at 10:30 a.m
on Sept. 9 in the Queen City
Invitational.

New Tu You

Photos (left to right) courtesy of tennessee.scout.com, muspartans.com, gomarquette.com

Amber Gray (left), Taja Wilson (center) and Jessica Pachko (right) will all be eligible to play in the 2011-12 season.

A quick scan of the men’s basketball roster might scare Xavier fans.
Junior Terrell Holloway is no longer listed on the official roster.
Not to worry Xavier fans, Holloway is still on the team. Already
called “Tu” since childhood, he will now officially be listed as so.
“Tu has earned the respect of his teammates and coaches,” said
Xavier head coach Chris Mack. “His name is as unique as his talent and
potential. I think he is one of the best point guards in the nation.”
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Karges
Mystifies, Excites Xavier LeAnn Rimes to
B B
E
Y rent dwards
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Karges levitating a desk

Photo Courtesey of http://CraigKarges.com

Last Saturday the “extraordinist” Craig Karges performed
in the Cintas Center. Karges
has been a highlight of Manresa
entertainment for several years
now. Karges specializes in card
tricks, mind reading and levitation.
In an interview with the
Lawrence Journal World News,
Karges describes what exactly
an “extraordinist” is. “It’s kind
of hard to describe what I do,
I’m part magician, part psychic, part entertainer. It’s such
a weird mixture of talents and
techniques to put on the show
that we decided to come up with
a word that no one could spell
or pronounce or understand,
apparently.”
What is not difficult to
understand is what an impact
Karges makes on the entire
Manresa experience. After the
stress of moving in, small group

meetings and presentations on
the serious issues of college
life, the extraordinary magic of
Karges is sure to delight.
Since Karges has been a
mainstay of Manresa programming, many of the Manresa
student leaders have seen him
perform several times. Even
through repeat showings, no
one has been able to produce a
clear explanation of how he can
perform these amazing feats.
“It blew my mind,” says
freshman Michelle Brandstetter.
“I couldn’t believe half of what
I was seeing and hearing.”
No matter how he does it,
Karges communicates a positive message to Xavier students.
“Ordinary people are capable
of extraordinary results because
we all possess extraordinary
capabilities,” Karges said. “I
communicate that message both
verbally and visually.”

Get “Closer” to
Xavier Theater
BY Rachael Harris
Asst. A&E Editor

The first week back to
school is nearly half over, and
with so many things to do,
you may not know just what
to choose. If this weekend
you just want to relax and be
amused, then head on over to
the Gallagher Student Center,
where Xavier Players will be
performing “Closer.”
This play, written by Patrick
Marber, will be performed at
7:30p.m Friday Aug. 27 and Saturday Aug. 28, and at 2:00p.m.
and 7:00p.m Sunday Aug. 29 in
the GSC Studio Theatre.
The show is considered a
dark and dramatic comedy. It
involves the intertwinement of
four different people, a doctor, a writer, a stripper and a
photographer, over the course
of four and a half years.
What starts out as passion
soon turns to cold-heartedness,
deception and detachment.
Their interactions are all in public places and involve very few
set pieces; this contrasts with
the density of the script.
Tickets are $5 in advance
and $7 at the door. To order,
call the box office at 513-7453939. For more information on
the show or how to become a
Xavier Player, visit www.xavier.
edu/players.

“Bow and Wow”
Xavier
BY Rachael Harris
Asst. A&E Editor

At 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 17,
country singer and actress LeAnn
Rimes will perform in Xavier’s
Cintas Center.
Proceeds from this concert,
titled “Bow and Wow,” will be
donated to Cincinnati’s Society for Protection and Care of
Animals to help pets in need.
This money will be used to paint,
remodel and improve the shelter,
located in Colerain.
The opening act will be
Tupelo Honey, a Canadian rock
band from Alberta. There will
be pet-centered displays and activities before the concert on the
concourse outside Cintas Center.
An auction will also be held on
the SPCA website to raise more
money.
The concert and shelter makeover are both thanks to Iams, a
popular brand of pet food. Iams
employees will be remodeling the
shelter on Sept. 16.
Jason Taylor, manager of
external relations of P&G pet
care, says that “this makeover
supports Iams’ dedication to
animal welfare as well as supports
SPCA’s mission of turning no
animal away.”
Ticket prices range from $21
to $61, and a VIP package is on
sale for $150. This includes a
pre-concert reception with food,
drinks and a guest appearance by
Rimes. All tickets can be bought
online at www.spcacincinnati.org.
They can also be ordered through
the Xavier ticket office at 513745-3411 or Ticketmaster.

LiveWires
The Backstreet Boys
See them at 8:00 p.m. on Aug.
28 at the PNC Pavillion (6295
Kellogg Ave.) Tickets range from
$21 to $61.50. To purchase tickets,
visit www.ticketmaster.com
American Idol Live!
The concert will begin at 7:30
p.m. on Aug. 30 at Riverbend
Music Center (6295 Kellogg Ave.)
Tickets range from $10 to $67 and
can be purchased through www.
ticketmaster.com
Today Is The Day
The band will perform at 9:30
p.m. on Aug. 30 at The Southgate
House (24 East Third St., Newport,
Kentucky). Tickets are $12 in
advance (call 859.431.220) or $15
at the door.

Note from the editor

While preparing for this year’s
Arts and Entertainment section, I
noticed that there was a definite reluctance to critically grade the performances of our peers. While Xavier’s
productions have undoubtedly been
top notch in most cases, not every performance in my opinion has merited
the grade it received. The purpose of a
tough grade that A&E may give this
year are not to be harsh or critical, but
to help the performers identify areas
to improve their craft. Hopefully this
will lead to even higher levels of excellence for this season and in seasons to
come.

New Releases
(As of Aug. 17)
Iron Maiden
The Final Frontier
(The Copyright In This Sound)
Hey Monday
Beneath It All
(Sony Music Entertainment)

Newswire Photo by Rachael Harris

John Mellencamp
No Better Than This
(Rounder Records)
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1) Manresa Move Crew members link hands in front of
Brockman Hall on Friday. Left to Right: Jay Cusick, Kate
Saunders and David Donnelly
2) Manresa Staff member Michael Mitro poses for the camera.
3) Manresa Group Leader Laura Wallace receives her group’s
sign.
4) Orientation Team members greeting new students before the
Athletic Kick-Off.
5) Orientation Team (OT) members Paul Madden and Ashley
Marine look ecstatic after the OT Social.
6) Manresa Move Crew members welcome new students at
Brockman Hall on Friday. Left to Right: Meredith Anderson,
Laura Bruckner, Lauren Yadlosky, Erica Rosario, Daniel
Parsley, Alex Fisco and Zack Joyce
(Photos courtesy of Conor Gallagher)
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